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Supplemental Tables and Notes

Table 57-2 Percentage distribution of bachelor’s degrees conferred, by field of study: Academic
years ending 1971–96

Field of study 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Total number of degrees 839,730 887,273 922,362 945,776 922,933 925,746 917,549 921,204 921,390

Total percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Humanities and social and behavioral sciences 40.1 39.5 38.7 37.9 36.7 35.4 33.9 32.7 31.3

  Humanities 17.1 16.8 16.6 16.5 16.5 16.3 15.9 15.5 15.0

  Social and behavioral sciences 23.0 22.7 22.1 21.4 20.2 19.1 18.0 17.1 16.4

Natural sciences 9.8 9.2 9.3 9.7 9.9 9.9 9.9 9.5 9.2

  Life sciences 4.3 4.2 4.6 5.1 5.6 5.9 5.8 5.6 5.3

  Physical sciences 2.5 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.5 2.5 2.5

  Mathematics 3.0 2.7 2.5 2.3 2.0 1.8 1.6 1.4 1.3

Computer sciences and engineering 6.2 6.1 6.0 5.8 5.6 5.6 6.1 6.8 7.7

  Computer and information sciences 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9

  Engineering and engineering technologies 6.0 5.8 5.6 5.3 5.1 5.0 5.4 6.0 6.8

    Engineering 5.3 5.1 5.0 4.5 4.3 4.1 4.5 5.1 5.8

    Engineering technologies 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.0

Technical/professional 43.8 45.1 45.9 46.6 47.8 49.1 50.2 51.0 51.8

  Education 21.0 21.5 21.0 19.6 18.1 16.7 15.6 14.7 13.7

  Business management 13.7 13.7 13.7 13.9 14.4 15.3 16.2 17.3 18.6

  Health sciences 3.0 3.2 3.6 4.4 5.3 *5.8 6.2 6.5 6.7

  Other technical/professional 6.2 6.7 7.6 *8.8 10.0 11.2 12.1 12.5 12.8

Not classified in a field of study — — — — — — — — —

Field of study 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Total number of degrees 929,417 935,140 952,998 969,510 974,309 979,477 987,823 991,264 994,829

Total percent 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Humanities and social and behavioral sciences 30.33 29.47 29.01 27.77 27.45 26.94 27.04 27.85 28.78

  Humanities 14.64 14.33 14.22 13.77 13.77 13.52 13.43 13.79 14.14

  Social and behavioral sciences 15.68 15.14 14.79 14.00 13.68 13.42 13.61 14.06 14.64

Natural sciences 8.79 8.41 8.18 7.85 7.81 7.96 7.83 7.59 7.15

  Life sciences 4.99 4.62 4.37 4.12 3.97 3.93 3.90 3.85 3.69

  Physical sciences 2.52 2.56 2.52 2.41 2.43 2.42 2.20 2.02 1.79

  Mathematics 1.28 1.22 1.28 1.31 1.41 1.62 1.74 1.71 1.67

Computer sciences and engineering 8.61 9.64 10.52 11.71 12.97 13.75 13.92 13.36 12.37

  Computer and information sciences 1.20 1.62 2.13 2.53 3.30 3.97 4.24 3.99 3.47

  Engineering and engineering technologies 7.41 8.02 8.40 9.18 9.67 9.78 9.68 9.36 8.90

    Engineering 6.28 6.77 7.03 7.44 7.76 7.87 7.72 7.44 6.97

    Engineering technologies 1.13 1.25 1.36 1.74 1.90 1.92 1.97 1.92 1.92

Technical/professional 52.27 52.49 52.29 52.67 51.78 51.34 51.20 51.21 51.52

  Education 12.70 11.56 10.59 10.10 9.47 8.99 8.82 8.77 9.16

  Business management 19.89 21.28 22.39 23.38 23.55 23.75 24.02 24.27 24.43

  Health sciences 6.88 6.81 6.68 6.67 6.60 6.58 6.52 6.37 6.10

  Other technical/professional 12.81 12.85 12.63 12.53 12.15 12.02 11.84 11.81 11.84

Not classified in a field of study — — — — — — — — 0.18
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Table 57-2 Percentage distribution of bachelor’s degrees conferred, by field of study: Academic
years ending 1971–96—Continued

— Not available before the 1987–88 school year.

* Revised from previously published figures.

NOTE:  Details may not add to totals due to rounding.  See the
supplemental note to this indicator for a description of the fields of
study.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, various years
(based on IPEDS “Completions” surveys).

Field of study 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

Total number of degrees 1,018,755 1,051,344 1,094,538 1,136,553 1,165,178 1,169,275 1,160,134 1,164,792

Total percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Humanities and social and behavioral sciences 30.1 31.7 32.5 33.7 34.1 34.0 33.8 33.7

  Humanities 14.7 15.3 15.7 16.3 16.7 16.6 16.6 16.6

  Social and behavioral sciences 15.4 16.4 16.8 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.3 17.2

Natural sciences 6.8 6.5 6.5 6.6 6.8 7.2 7.7 8.1

  Life sciences 3.5 3.5 3.6 3.8 4.0 4.4 4.8 5.2

  Physical sciences 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.7 1.7

  Mathematics 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.1

Computer sciences and engineering 11.3 10.3 9.5 9.0 8.8 8.8 8.8 8.7

  Computer and information sciences 3.0 2.6 2.3 2.2 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1

  Engineering and engineering technologies 8.3 7.7 7.2 6.8 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.6

    Engineering 6.5 6.1 5.6 5.4 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.3

    Engineering technologies 1.9 1.7 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3

Technical/professional 51.5 51.2 50.3 50.1 49.9 49.8 49.5 49.4

  Education 9.5 10.0 10.1 9.5 9.3 9.2 9.1 9.1

  Business management 24.2 23.7 22.8 22.6 22.0 21.1 20.2 19.5

  Health sciences 5.8 5.5 5.4 5.4 5.8 6.4 6.9 7.2

  Other technical/professional 12.0 12.1 12.0 12.6 12.9 13.1 13.3 13.6

Not classified in a field of study 0.2 0.3 1.2 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.2


